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ARTICLE BY JERRY O'LEARY 
FOR "THE READER'S DIGEST" - 
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By memorandum dated May 21, 1968, I advised you of 
the desire of Jerr^O’ Leary (very reliable contact at "The Evening 
Star") and "The Reader’s Digest" to publish an article regarding the 
investigation to identify and apprehend James Earl Ray. My memorandum 
noted that a similar article concerning Joseph Corbett, Jr. (the kidnap-killer 
of Adolph Coors HI) which appeared in "The Reader's Digest" in the Fall 
of 1960 produced leads which resulted in the apprehension of Corbett in 
Canada. I also noted that in view of his strong background in the Ray 

1 investigation, O’Leary could write an article on his own concerning Ray— 
and that if such an article is to be published, it would greatly be to our 
advantage to have the benefit of reading it and offering any changes we feel 
necessary, prior to publication. 
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O’Leary completed his fugitive-type article regarding 
James Earl Ray last week in time for it to be scheduled for publication in 
I the August, 1968, issue of "The Reader's Digest." Immediately after he 
• submitted the manuscript to the Bureau for review and any changes we 
desired made, Ray was apprehended in London. / 
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Since the Ray article had already been scheduled for the 
August, 1968, issue, "The Reader’s Digest" asked O’Leary to revise it 
so as to reflect Ray’s apprehension in order that it could still appear in the 
August issue of the magazine. And in this connection, "The Reader's Digest" 
immediately contacted its representatives in Canada and England to have 
them obtain details in those countries of the facts underlying the international 
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aspects of the case. . * _ 
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1 -' Mr. - DeLoach- Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Bishop - Enclosure 
rJ - Mr. Rosen - Enclosure 
^^^Mr. C. L. McGo wa n - Enclosure 
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M. A. Jones to Bishop Memo 
RE: MURKIN 



Attached is the manuscript of O'Leary’s revised 

( article. It consists primarily of material which previously has 
been published, together with information furnished by the Canadian 
and British representatives of ’’The Reader’s Digest.” The article 
is not attributed to the FBI. 

O'Leary has advised that "The Reader’s Digest” 
assembled copies of all articles written about the case in New York, 
Washington and the cities (such as Los Angeles, Atlanta, Birmingham, 
Memphis, and St. Louis) where important developments occurred. To. 
add action and interest, the article uses the technique of quoting 
conversations which might have, but did not actually occur. 

The article has been reviewed by the Legal Department 

I of "The Reader’s Digest” with a view to deleting material which might 
be construed as prejudicial to Ray’s trial. Such deletions by the 
magazine’s Legal Department have been noted on the attached manuscript. 



In addition, several other changes have been incorporated 
on the attached manuscript in the interest of accuracy or to circumvent 
matters which might be construed as over 1 - dramatization. 

The article reflects very high credit upon the FBI for 
the determined and meticulous investigation which resulted in the 
identification of Ray and his apprehension in London. 

RECOMMENDATION: 



That the attached revised manuscript of O’Leary’s article 
be returned to the Crime Records Division so that it can be turned over 
' to the Washington Office of ’’The Reader’s Digest” which has scheduled 
the article for its August, 1968, issue. As previously noted, the 
larticle was prepared by O'Leary on the basis of his reading, interviewing 
land "reportorial digging” in many locations; and it has been reviewed 
land approved by the Legal Department of the magazine. The article is 
Inot attributed to the FBI. 
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